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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this apphcation is 
ehgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Apphcant's submissions filed on 8/16/05 and 8/30/05 have been entered. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 8-12, and 16-20 as filed on 8/16/05 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitied to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
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international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C 102(e)). 

Claims 1-4, 8-12, 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen et al., 
(hereinafter referred to as "Chen"). 

Chen discloses an apparatus capable of processing a multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: 
figure 2), said apparatus con5)rising: a processing chain comprising a plurality of N media 
processors (Chen: column 6, hues 10-20) wherein each of said plurality of media processors is 
capable of processing a portion of said multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: column 1, lines 10- 
25), wherein said portion represents (1/N)th interleaved portion of the bitstream (Chen: column 
9, lines 1-55) each of said plurality of media processors is capable of splitting said portion of said 
multimedia digital bitstream into a primary bitstream and a secondary bitstream (Chen: column 
6, lines 50-65), and capable of processing said primary bitstream, and capable of merging a 
processed primary bitstream with said secondary bitstream (Chen: column 4, lines 55-65) as in 
claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, Chen discloses wherein the number of said plurality of media 
processors may vary from two to N, where N is an integer number greater than two (Chen: 
column 4, lines 1-15), as specified. 

Regarding claim 3, Chen discloses multimedia digital bitstream comprises a high 
definition digital video signal (Chen: column 14, lines 15-23), as in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 10/003,062 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2613 

Regarding claim 4, Chen discloses that each media processors comprises a bitrate 
transcoder unit capable of transcoding a portion of said multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: 
column 6, lines 30-40), as in the claim 

Regarding claim 8, Chen discloses said processing chain further comprises: an input 
block coupled to a first media processor in said processing chain (Chen: column 6, lines 1-12), 
wherein said input block is capable of receiving multimedia data in real time (Chen: column 1, 
lines 50-60) from one of a computer file (Chen: column 5, hues 10-15), a bitmap, and a radio 
frequency front end (Chen: column 1, Unes 10-25); and an output block coupled to a last media 
processor in said processing chain (Chen: column 6, lines 20-24), wherein said output block is 
capable of outputting muhimedia data in real time in one of a con5)uter file format, and a 
transport stream format (Chen: column 5, lines 50-55), as in the claim . 

Chen discloses a television unit comprising an apparatus capable of processing a 
multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: column 1, lines 10-15), said apparatus comprising: a 
processing chain comprising a plurality of N media processors (Chen: column 6, Unes 10-20) 
wherein each of said pluraUty of media processors is capable of processing a portion of said 
multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: column 1, lines 10-25), wherein said portion represents 
(1/N)th interleaved portion of the bitstream (Chen: column 9, Unes 1-55) each of said plurality of 
media processors is capable of splitting said portion of said multimedia digital bitstream into a 
primary bitstream and a secondary bitstream (Chen: column 6, lines 50-65), and capable of 
processing said primary bitstream, and capable of merging a processed primary bitstream with 
said secondary bitstream (Chen: column 4, lines 55-65) as in claim 9. 
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Regarding claim 10, Chen discloses wherein the number of said plurality of media 
processors may vary from two to N, where N is an integer number greater than two (Chen: 
column 4, lines 1-15), as specified. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Chen discloses multimedia digital bitstream conprises a high 
definition digital video signal (Chen: column 14, lines 15-23), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 12, Chen discloses that each media processors comprises a bitrate 
transcoder unit capable of transcoding a portion of said multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: 
column 6, Unes 30-40), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 16, Chen discloses said processing chain further conprises: an input 
block coupled to a first media processor in said processing chain (Chen: column 6, lines 1-12), 
wherein said input block is capable of receiving multimedia data in real time (Chen: column 1, 
lines 50-60) from one of a computer file (Chen: column 5, lines 10-15), a bitmap, and a radio 
frequency front end (Chen: column 1, Unes 10-25); and an output block coupled to a last media 
processor in said processing chain (Chen: column 6, Unes 20-24), wherein said output block is 
capable of outputting multimedia data in real time in one of a computer file format, and a 
transport stream format (Chen: column 5, Unes 50-55), as in the claim. 

Chen discloses a method for processing a multimedia digital bitstream (Chen: figure 7) 
conq)rising the steps of: processing a portion of said multimedia digital bitstream in each of a 
plurality of N media processors of a processing chain (Chen: column 6, Unes 10-20), wherein 
said portion represents (1/N)th interleaved portion of the bitstream (Chen: column 1, Unes 10- 
25), each of said pluraUty of media processors executing the steps: spUtting said an associated 
portion of said multimedia digital bitstream into a primary bitstream and a secondary bitstream 
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(Chen: column 6, lines 50-65); processing said primary bitstream; and merging a processed 
primary bitstream with said secondary bitstream (Chen: column 4, lines 55-65), as in claim 17. 

Regarding claim 18, Chen discloses wherein the step of processing said primary 
bitstream conprises the step of: transcoding said primary bitstream (Chen: column 6, Unes 30- 
40) in a bitrate transcoder unit (Chen: column 7, lines 1-15), as in the claim 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 5-7, 13-15, 19 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The elements of the claims were not found nor considered obvious by the Examiner. In 
particular, the BRT* transcoder is defined in the specification as a transcoder capable of 
transcoding the primary stream as a subset of the original stream (i.e. in the example given in the 
current specification, every third slice of the original stream, is processes in each of the three 
processing stages of the chain. Accordingly, if the claims are amended as indicated above, and 
rejected claims 1-4, 8-12, 16-18 were canceled, the application would be placed in a condition 
for allowance. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (571)-272-7337. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571)-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217^9197 (toll-free). 

Andy S. Rao 
Primary. Examiner^ . 
.AftUnit2613 . 



asr 

December 6, 2005 



